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Eklutna Native and Russian Orthodox Cemetery 
with Aaron Leggett 



Aaron Leggett 
Special Exhibits Curator, Anchorage Museum 

Å! 5Ŝƴŀ Ψina Athabascan with family roots in the Native Village of Eklutna, 
Aaron Leggett has a degree in anthropology from the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. His special interest is in preserving and promoting 5ŜƴŀΨƛƴŀ 
language and culture. He was instrumental in bringing the exhibit 
ά5ŜƴŀΨƛƴŀ IǳŎƘΩǳƭȅŜǎƘƛ: the 5ŜƴŀΩƛƴŀ ²ŀȅ ƻŦ [ƛǾƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜ 
Museum in 2013. He was one of the editors and contributors to the 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘΩǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
publications about 5ŜƴŀΩƛƴŀ people and language. His work includes 
installing interpretive signs about 5ŜƴŀΩƛƴŀ culture in several places around 
Anchorage, including Ship Creek, Chester Park and Potter Marsh Bird 
Sanctuary. He has participated in many community and Native 
organizations involved in local cultural history.   

 



!ŀǊƻƴ [ŜƎƎŜǘǘ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ 



Musk Ox Farm, Palmer, AK 



aŀǊƪ !ǳǎǘƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 



Mark Austin, Executive Director,  
Musk Ox Farm 

ÅAfter working at a variety of jobs, from gold mining to commercial fishing 
to owning a restaurant, Mark Austin became executive director of the 
Musk Ox Farm in Palmer in 2009. The working farm, operated as a 501 (C) 
(3) non-profit corporation, is a domestication project begun in 1954 to 
provide an economic supplement to remote Alaskan communities. Musk 
oxen, animals that date back to the Ice Age, have under wool, called qiviut, 
some of which is knitted into various clothing items by Alaskan Natives 
belonging to the Oomingmak aǳǎƪ hȄ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΩ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ 
!ǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊǎΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ 
and gift shop. Originally from Denver, Austin began volunteering at the 
farm while he owned the Vagabond Blues Café in Palmer during the 1990s. 
After selling the restaurant, he left the state to go sailing, then co-owned a 
green building company in New Mexico before returning to Alaska to 
manage probably the largest herd of domesticated musk oxen in the world.  



Tour of the farm begins on the back deck 



Allison Stein and Marsha Shuler photograph 
the young musk oxen 



Viewing more of the herd 



Iditarod Headquarters, Wasilla, AK 



Statue of Joe Redington, father of the race 



Mary Pat Hoag, Ann Lockhart, Gwen Woolf go 
for a dog cart ride 



Elaine Miller visits a sled dog 



Peggy Parks, Teri Ehresman, Lori Potter and 
Ellen Crawford take a turn on the dog cart 



Mary Wemberley discovered she and musher 
Raymie Redington originated from the same state 



Raymie Redington, Sled Dog Musher 

ÅThe son of Joe Redington Sr., known as the father of the Iditarod Sled 
Dog Race, Raymie Redington provides dog cart rides for summer 
tourists at the Iditarod Headquarters in Wasilla. A musher in his own 
right, Raymie competed in his first Iditarod dog sled race in 1973. 
Since then he has run the Iditarod 11 more times, the last one in 
2001. He finished in the top 10 two times. Before the Iditarod, he 
participated in the Fur Rendezvous World Championship sprint dog 
races in Anchorage. 

 



wŀȅƳƛŜΩǎ dog team 



Suzanne Hanney, Marsha Shuler, Judi Buehrer, 
Bobby and Madelyn Lamb take a turn 



Judi Buehrer loved the puppies 



Karen Jessee and Bobby Lamb like the 
puppies, too 



Lunch at Sheep Creek Lodge 


