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Alaska Conference

Pre-Tour to Denali National Park and Fairbanks
Sept. 610, 2015
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EklutnaNative and Russian Orthodox Cemetery
with Aaron Leggett
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Aaron Leggett
Special Exhibits Curator, Anchorage Museum

Al 5 Sn#AAthaBascan with family roots in the Native Villagé-&futna
Aaron Leggett has a degree in anthropology from the University of Alaska
Anchorage. His special interest is in preserving and prométisgy” WA y |
language and culture. He was instrumental in bringing the exhlblt
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Museum in 2013. He was one of the editors and contributors to the
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publications aboud S y | g2apié land language. His work includes
Installing interpretive signs abodt S y I €ulkusé in several places around
Anchorage, including Ship Creek, Chester Park and Potter Marsh Bird
Sanctuary. He has participated in many community and Native
organizations involved in local cultural history.






Musk Ox Farm, Palmer, AK
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Mark Austin, Executive Director,
Musk Ox Farm

AAfter working at a variety of jobs, from gold mining to commercial fishing
to owning a restaurant, Mark Austin became executive director of the
Musk Ox Farm in Palmer in 2009. The working farm, operated as a 501 (C)
(3) nonprofit corporation, is a domestication project begun in 1954 to
provide an economic squIement to remote Alaskan communities. Musk
oxen, animals that date back to the Ice Age, have under wool, aailed,
some of which is knitted into various clothing items by Alaskan Natives
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and gift shop. Originally from Denver, Austin began volunteering at the
farm while he owned the Vagabond Blues Café in Palmer during the 1990s.
After selling the restaurant, he left the state to go salling, thelowmed a
green building company in New Mexico before returning to Alaska to
manage probably the largest herd of domesticated musk oxen in the world.



our of the farm begins on the back deck




Allison Stein and Marsha Shuler photograph
the young musk oxen




Viewing more of the herd




lditarod Headquarters, Wasilla, AK

THE IDITAROD TRAL

Y NAL HISTORIC TRAIL, SO DESIGNATED BY THE UNTED STATES.
CONGRESS OF THE 3

FROM SEWARD ON THE SOUTH CENTRAL COAST TO NOME ON THE BERING SEA. T 1S A HGHIAY,
FOR

A MAIL ROUTE, AND A GOLD AVENUE FROM THE INTERIOR. PART OF IT BECAME A LIFELINE
DIPTHERIA SERUM TO BE CARRIED TO NOME DURING THE EPIDEMIC OF 1925

IT IS NOW A TRAPPER'S TRAIL, A RECREATION TRAIL, STILL A LIFELINE FOR SOME VILLAGES,
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PASSES, DOWN 'RIVERS AND ALONG THE WIND SWEPT SEA COAST: MAJESTY
MVSTERVTMIS"THELASTGRWRAOEWEAM




Statue of Jo®edington father of the race
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Mary Pat Hoag




Elaine Miller visits a sled dog




Peggy Parks, TéthresmanLori Potter and
Ellen Crawford take a turn on the dog cart




Mary Wemberleydiscovered she and musher
RaymieRedingtororiginated from the same state




RaymieRedington Sled Dog Musher

AThe son of JoRedingtonSr., known as the father of the Iditarod Sled
Dog RaceRkaymieRedingtonprovides dog cart rides for summer
tourists at the Iditarod Headqguarters in Wasilla. A musher in his own
right, Raymiecompeted in his first Iditarod dog sled race in 1973.
Since then he has run the Iditarod 11 more times, the last one In
2001. He finished in the top 10 two times. Before the Iditarod, he
participated in the Fur Rendezvous World Championship sprint dog
races in Anchorage.
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Suzanne Hanney, Marsha Shuler, Judi Buehre
Bobby and Madelyn Lamb take a turn




Judi Buehrer loved the puppies




KarenJesse@nd Bobby Lamb like the
puppies, too




Lunch at Sheep Creek Lodge



